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What is a Net? 

A regularly scheduled on-the-air (or online/digital) 

meeting of hams who have a common interest  

Examples:  • Public Service (local) 

• Certificate/Award Hunting (HF/DX) 

• Specific manufacturer (Collins, Heathkit, etc.) 

• CW practice 

• Rag chewing - Socializing 

• Youth groups 

• Maritime 

• States/Provinces 

• Buy/Sell 

• And MANY, MANY more 



Many Different Venues for Nets 

• Allstar 

• Echolink 

• IRLP 

• DMR 

• Fusion 

• DSTAR 

• HF (CW) 

• HF (SSB) 

• HF and VHF (AM) 



Types of Nets 

Directed Net – This is the most popular format.  It follows standard 

operating rules, with NCS (Net Control Station) maintaining order,  

directing net activity,  keeping a log of check-ins,  and terminates operations 

in an orderly way.  The NCS defines net policy and focus (usually starts with 

a preamble about the net).  A directed net is one in which it is necessary to 

obtain permission from the NCS before transmitting to other stations in 

the net. 

 

Undirected Net – Informal format that allows participants to converse 

directly with each other and may not have a NCS.  Often referred to as a 

“round table”.   

Other types of Nets – ARES (Amateur Radio Emergency Services),  Traffic 

Nets - handle formal written messages, operated by NTS (National Traffic 

System),  SkyWarn Nets (usually run by ARES),  Emergency Nets (message 

handling between hams on the ground and specific government groups), etc. 



Directed Nets: 
Typical Check-in Procedure 

1. Listen to the NCS for instructions.  They may ask for check-ins from a 

specific area or with other criteria (e.g. mobile/portable,) 

2. Register your call sign and location with the NCS at the appropriate time 

3. If you miss your time, you should wait for the NCS to call for late or 

missed check-ins 

4. When called, if you have nothing to say, give your call and say “No traffic” 

5. If you have to leave early, give your call and state that you are “In & Out” 

6. If the NCS cannot hear a station but you can, you can say, “Relay” and 

wait for the NCS to acknowledge you.  You can then relay the message to 

the NCS, who will repeat it so that everyone else can hear. 



Directed Nets: 
Best Practices 

• Monitor the Net for all rules & procedures before checking-in. 

• Find a good location with a strong signal before calling. 

• Organize your thoughts before TXing. 

• Use your call in Phonetics whenever possible. 

• Speak clearly and confidently. 

• Don’t leave the Net until you are dismissed. 

• If you need to leave the Net, check-in saying “Recheck”. Once you are 

acknowledged, say “Please check me out” and give your call.  

• If you need to talk to another station on the Net please use another 

frequency during the Net. 

• Use an appropriate amount of power (if possible) so that others on the 

net can hear you (avoiding relays) 

• Keep all transmissions quick unless otherwise stated. 

• Always be friendly and courteous. 

 



From CARA Website: 



Canada Alberta VE6 Local Nets HF | VHF | UHF  

Canada Alberta VE6 Local Nets HF | VHF | UHF 

 

Daily: 

0130 UTC - Alberta Public Service net on 3.700MHz 

 

Monday: 

20:00 Local - Alberta D-Star Net on VE6KM-B 

 

Tuesday: 

1930 L - NARC weekly net on VE6HM 

2030 L - Ladies net on VE6NHB / SARA system 

 

Wednesday: 

0900 L - TransCanada IRLP Net on VE6NHB / SARA system. 

2100 L - VE6PP linked to VE6HM Whitecourt Net 

 

Thursday: 

1930 L - New Hams 2m net on VE6NHB / SARA system  

 

Friday: 

1900 L - D-STAR Can-Net on VE6KM B. 

 

 

Saturday: 

2030 L - Tailgater's Swap Net on VE6NHB / SARA System 

 

Sunday: 

1800 UTC - TransCanada HF net on 14.140MHz 

1930 L - ARES Alberta HF net on 3.675MHz 

2000 L - ARES Alberta VHF net on VE6UV (NARC System on 3rd Sunday). Provincial linking net on 1st Sunday of the month. 

http://hamnetlist.blogspot.com 



https://www.rac.ca/nets/ 



http://ac6v.com/nets.php 
HF DX NETS By UTC 



http://ac6v.com/nets.php* 
HF DX NETS By UTC - Continued 

*This website contains many more nets:  Local Clubs, WAS, QRP,  IOTA,  

County Hunters,  Emergency, CW,  Swaps, Maritime Mobile, Boat Anchors, etc. 



Netlogger Software* 

*Free software at https://www.netlogger.org/ 



Netlogger Software* 

*Free software at https://www.netlogger.org/ 



Netlogger Screenshots 
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Netlogger Screenshots 
Can upload log to eQSL/LOTW 



Alberta Public Service Net (APSN) 



What is your favourite net? 

(Discussion Time) 


